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wore told that the regime o
President Salvador Allende Gossens is adopting a progressively harder
L 1ine 4n its dealings with MIR (the Movement of the Revolutionary Left).
o The primary reason for the! gtwing disaffection is the revolutionary
. group's continuing "land invasions" in southern Chile. What disturbs
Allende is popular discontent vith MIR's lack of selectivity, as many
of the invasions are occurring on farms which have less aéreage than the
niximun allowed under the sgrariamn reform law: curreatly in effect. In
past months, the police oftentimes would do nothing to interfere with
: . this MIR activity. Indeed, in such instancas the government would go
i P ahcad and "intervene" (this is a technical tern which describes government
E : ‘ action to confiscate s farn under agrarisn reform statutes), even though
{ the farm had legally permissible acrcags. This course of action was taken
i because of a desire to phau HIR and. pouibly nin its cooperation in
] : other endesvors. : | Lo
; : i Cl
I 2, It now appears, hmver. ‘that Allende has eoncluded that MIR's appeutc
' .+ for reform cannot be satisfied with such minor concessioms. Furthermors,
: < the governmont is becoming jconcerned over the climate of insecurity
- which existe among the small farmers, who fear that MIR mezbers may

i, | contront then uext, (EEENSENSMSNNENEEM- lege sassure ttribute
Tre - the governmeat defeat in:the 16 January by-elections ia southern Chile to
snall farper discontent with MIR and Allende's wild opposition to its land
i ' invasien program, :Allende's hand is also being forced by the Chilean
A _I legislaturs, vhich ccnsured Minister of the Interior Jose Toha Conzales
' " on 6 January 1972,: This was, without quastion, a defeat for both Allends
{- and MIR, whose reprasentatives booad the Ciilean Presicent when he .
. emorged from the National Assosbly building after tha vote had bdeen’
.,: taken, It 4s significont that the pev acting Minister of the Interior,
1 Alejandro Rios Valdivia [vho has since been replaced dy Hornan del Canto]
‘g nads & pubnc statement fmmediately after accepting the nev poutton in
" vhich he said he would not ‘allov MIR to continue taking mr .uu m-.
, a nd tbu; he 'u s otm;:bou‘nr tn 1-1 ud omt.




belicvas this wes an accurate reflection of his own convictions,
and also a clever attespt oo the part of Allende, with vhom Rios conferred
before making the statcment, teo placate the nation's small farmer just
prior to the by=-clection. Apparcntly resentment in the agrarion sector
in southern Chila was sufficiently great that this gesture had no effect,
for the governnment's candidates were not succcosful in the election. In
eny case, it does now oppear that tac police will raspond to any further
MIR attempts at farm confiscation, and rcsulting confrontations are quite
likely.' In his own dealingsi.ith MIR, FLASCO staff members expect Allende
to usc the censure of Toha as an excuse for withdrawing support for MIR
activities. - - C :
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